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I slept there, I might get up In the night and cut her throat
and burn her barns. ... I said a great deal more. ... In
the morning she beckoned me to her barn-end and asked
me not to pay for my night's lodging, though she made my
companions pay enough. . . . She said that she had suffered
so much poverty as the result of the raid that she did not
see why Sheridan's name should not be as much use to her
as it could.
§
Well, instead of part-time farms you have, as a whole,
in Tennessee almost nothing but cash farming of one sort
and another . . . cotton and a little stock-raising round
Memphis; stock-raising, and general farming through the
bulk of the State ... a little part-time and sufficiency
ground in the western highland section. I don't know to
what extent share-cropping prevails in the State—and I
don't want to. It is not my business to interfere in the
internal political affairs of a country not my own . . . and
obviously I do not know a hell of a lot about it except
theoretically. . . . Share-cropping was welcomed at its
invention as a gift from the gods in Eastern France and
South Germany, and it seems to work very well in those
parts still. But in those regions the share-cropper is a hard,
intelligent, market-wise, skin-the-goat sort of fellow, as a
rule, and the landowner is more or less in his hands, I
once went carefully into the matter of buying a small
property on the Rhone ... on the basis of share-cropping.
The land was good enough and the figures of past years were
good enough * . . though there was one feature that was
curious. . . , Please attend to this. . , . The selling-owner
had for an unexpired term of years made an agreement to
offer the first refusal of all the crops of all the land not
worked by the share-cropper to a great chain-store which
had the right to decide what the crop should be. Yes, sir;
nothing less. . . . And in France, too. . . . Anyhow,
when I considered that and looked at the hard face of that
share-cropper who had a long lease and remembered that
I knew relatively little about the farming of that district,
I decided that I had better not go on with the purchase.

